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on a continual basis, at least until the plants are established, with
a traditional commercial repellant, or use perfumed soap, hot-
pepper wax or other alternative repellants? Often the bes
answer (o this gquestion comes on a case specific basis,

One solution may even be to eliminate or reduce plantings
in the front yvard and install more hardscapes and other
materials such as rock and gravel. Since a beautiful and lush
landscape is often the primary goal in landscaping, the choices
that are made here are critical to the result. Fencing or plastic
netting may work, but they are just not attractive. Spraying
plants every few days is not a practical long-term solution, and
paving over the front yard may not be the client’s idea of a
successiul and beaunful landscape.

L. Plantings

The solution that has evolved in the course of our
experience is to plant the right trees, shrubs and flowers in the
landscape, those that are the most deer-resistant. First, it 1s
important to understand that there is no such thing as deer-
prool plantings -- under the right conditions deer can and will
cat almost anything. So we like to think of plants as deer-
resistant, not deer proof. What may work in one area.
somelimes even in the same landscaping, may not work in
another area. The bottom line becomes you either live with the
deer and adapt to their presence in the landscape, or eventually
the deer may win out and destroy your beautiful installed
landscaping. It has been our experience that extraordinary
efforts, such as sprayving and plasue netting, often do not prove
effective in the long run. Once these efforts are stopped. the
deer return and destroy the landscaping.

The only solution that consistently works is to plant the
correct plant material in the first place and that means adding
deer-resistance to other plant selection considerations such as
slope, soil type. wind and sun exposure, etc. Once these factors
have been taken into consideration, a decision can be made on
what plant materials you should plant.

Below is our system for selecting and creating deer-
resistant plantings. It is important 10 emphasize once more that
we choose to hive with the deer and, accordingly, only use plant
materials that have an excellent chance of surviving. Also
important 1o note is that for some reason, plants just out of the
nursery seem o be desirable to deer. In the case of many
plants, this is related to the succulent, tender quality of juvemile
leaves. Whatever the reason. deer seem 1o love nursery plants.
And they can eat just about evervthing, from stalwart resistant
plants like Rosemary. to new ornamental grasses.

_ . Deer-Resistant Landscaping

o) Look at the site and the surrounding arca. What plants
are currently growing? 1s there evidence of deer in the area” Are
there deer trails. deer droppings, evidence of deer eating the
existing plants?

-3 Drive up and down the neighborhood 1o see any evidence of
plants that have survived in the arca. Talk 1o clients and ask them
how often they see deer in their front vard. Remember, most front
yards are not fenced but the back vards often are, and a 6 foot wll
fence will usually deter deer.

&3 Do a site and soil analysis 1o see what type of amendments
need to be added 1o the soil and what the growing conditions may be
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et meterial is one aof the most natural and effective wavs ar reduc g damaee to landscapes from intruders such ax deer, There is a wide varien

of treex, shrubs, evergreen vines and perenntals that O'Connell Landscape recommencds, but the common warning is that deer prefer voung plants

direct from the nursery.

Select plamts for the landscape design for deer affected
areas. The plants that are used will usually be determined by
the chent’s preferences for color, texture, design styvle, etc.
Some deer-resistant plants, clients may find objectionable
(hardly anyone likes junipers, for instance, and neither do we).

} Set out samples of the plants that are going to be used
and see what happens when the deer come out at night. We
often leave plants right in the nursery containers. but not
planted in the metimes the deer do not eat the plants that we
sel oul but as soon as we plant them, they proceed 1o eat them
to the ground. This is one way to find out before planting how
severe a deer problem there 1s. Sometimes this is all that needs
1o be done: the plants that have been selected are not eaten and
can be planted and grow successiully

After assessing which plants the deer have eaten, decide
which plants are going to be used. Some plants such as grasses
are rarely eaten, but others such as Vinca are often eaten to the
ground. In some areas, once established, plants that were eaten
initially will do well.

B After planting deer-resistant vareties, spray the plants
with deer repellent. Be sure to do this right away. Do not wait
1o see if there will be deer damage. because in a high traffic
area, damage is a given. There are many commercially
available deer repellants on the market that are effective. but
often they have 1o be sprayed every day to work effectively.
T'his may sound like an exaggeration, but if plants are not
sprayed every day with a dilute solution of the deer repellent,
the plants may have 1o be replaced in areas with a significant
deer problem

Check the
complete; you will ofien be surprised. If the plants survive
with a little minor damage after being spraved each day. then
it is likely that the planting is successful. If the plants are
grazed even with the deer repellent spray, we usually replace
them with another variety during the first week of planting.
T'his may sound like a lot of work, but if you can remove the

new landscaping daily after planting is
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plants and allow them to recover they can be used for later use
in another landscaping. If not removed. many of the plants
may be permanently damaged and never come back and grow
again. After removal, replant with other plamis that the deer
will not favor as much. Again, this can be a trial and error

process. and in our opinion 15 one of the reasons why many
deer-resistant plantings don't succeed. The clients are kept
happy by this process of replacement, for no matter how much
we warn them that the deer will test our new plantings, they
are usually surprised and in some cases, alarmed. that any of
their beautiful new plants are being eaten. If you replace them
right away, it usually satisfies the clients and requires less
work than replacing the plants in the future

:) What plants will be a success may change depending on
location, ume of year, and weather factors. If deer are hungry
or even thirsty, as they are during droughts and in the late
summer and fall in California’s Mediterranean climate, they
will eat plants they leave alone at other times. Young deer will
often taste plants or pull them up and drop them if they don't
like them. There are plants that all deer almost never eat, either
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sample list af O'Connell Landscape’s favorite

because of the taste, smell or toxicity.
For a
deer-resistant plants, see the complete starv online




